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1
REMOTE MANAGEMENT OF ELECTRONIC
PRODUCTS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims the benefit of U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application No. 61/644,386, filed on May 8,
2012, which is hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present application generally relates to electronic
products, and more particularly, but not exclusively, relates to
a system for managing electronic products.

Electronic products and/or information about the elec-
tronic products may be managed in various ways. Some exist-
ing management systems have various shortcomings relative
to certain applications. Accordingly, there remains a need for
further contributions in this area.

SUMMARY

One embodiment of the present application is a system for
remote management of an electronic product. Other embodi-
ments include apparatuses and methods for remotely manag-
ing an electronic product. Further embodiments of the present
application will become apparent from the description and
figures that follow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The description herein makes reference to the accompany-
ing figures wherein like reference numerals refer to like parts
throughout the several views, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of an exemplary sys-
tem.

FIG. 2 is an illustration of an exemplary data log.

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of an exemplary com-
puting device.

FIG. 4 is a schematic flow diagram of process for managing
information in an electronic product.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATIVE EMBODIMENTS

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the
principles of the present invention, reference will now be
made to the embodiments illustrated in the drawings and
specific language will be used to describe the same. It will
nevertheless be understood that no limitation of the scope of
the invention is thereby intended. Any alterations and further
modifications in the described embodiments, and any further
applications of the principles of the invention as described
herein are contemplated as would normally occur to one
skilled in the art to which the invention relates.

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of an exemplary sys-
tem 100 for remotely managing an electronic product. The
system 100 includes electronic products such as one or more
offline electronic locks 102, e.g., fora door. It is contemplated
that online electronic locks and/or other types of electronic
products may be used with the present application. The offline
electronic locks 102 may be part of an access control system
at a customer site such as a building.

The offline electronic lock 102 is structured to store status
information, setting(s), configuration(s), and/or other data
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103 about the offline electronic lock 102. A mobile device 106
is structured to acquire the status information, setting(s), con-
figuration(s), and/or other data 103 from the offline electronic
lock 102 via a wired or wireless connection. The mobile
device 106 may use any application or protocol for commu-
nicating with an offline electronic lock 102. One example is
the Schlage Utility Software (SUS); however, other applica-
tions are contemplated.

The mobile device 106 is structured to generate a product
data log 104 based on the status information, setting(s), con-
figuration(s), and/or other data 103 acquired from the offline
electronic lock 102. FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary product
data log 104, which may include the status information and
the settings of the electronic lock 102. For example, the
product data log 104 may include one or more of the follow-
ing information or settings: serial number(s) (e.g., main serial
number, reader serial number), model type, motor cycles,
cycles since battery change, last sync time, born date (e.g.,
main born date or reader born date), days since use, main
hardware version, firmware(s) in use (e.g., main firmware
version, main bootloader version, reader firmware version,
reader bootloader version), battery type (e.g., 4 pack), main
battery (e.g., charge in volts), lithium battery (e.g., charge in
volts), PIN length, ignore keypad, record lock/unlock, device
location, end user contact, power status, system settings,
hardware revision(s), date of manufacture, and/or “days since
installation.” It is contemplated that other information or set-
tings of the offline electronic lock 102 may be stored in the
product data log 104. It is contemplated that in some embodi-
ments the offline electronic lock 102 generates the product
data log 104 and transmits it to the mobile device 106.

The mobile device 106 may be a personal digital assistant
(PDA) (e.g., a Bluebird Pidion), a smartphone, a tablet com-
puter, a laptop computer, and/or any other type of mobile
computing device. The connection between the offline elec-
tronic lock 102 and the mobile device 106 may be made by
any suitable or supported protocol. The mobile device 106 is
structured to store the product data log 104 in memory in the
mobile device 106. Typically, a user will walk around to the
various offline electronic locks 102 so that the mobile device
106 and the offline electronic locks may interact with one
another.

A user of'the mobile device 106 may view the product data
log 104 on the mobile device 106. It is contemplated that the
mobile device 106 may store multiple product data logs 104
such as one log for each electronic product the mobile device
106 interacted with or the mobile device 106 may store one
master product data log 104 that includes information for
multiple electronic products. In some embodiments, repeated
communications with the same electronic product will result
in only the latest entry being stored for that product.

The mobile device 106 is structured to transmit the product
data log 104 to a local computer 108 via wired or wireless
connection. The connection between the mobile device 106
and the local computer 108 may be made by any suitable or
supported protocol. For example, this may be accomplished
automatically using Microsoft sync utilities such as Active-
Sync or Windows Mobile Device applications based on the
particular operating system used on a user’s local computer
108. Some sync utilities use a shared folder on the local
computer 108 to exchange data (e.g., product data log 104)
between the mobile device 106 and the local computer 108.

The local computer 108 is generally located in the same
building or on the same campus as the electronic locks 102.
The local computer 108 is structured to store the product data
log 104 and/or information from the product datalog 104 in a
customer data log 110 on the local computer 108. The cus-
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tomer data log 110 may include information about the cus-
tomer such as contact information, status information and
settings for some or all of the electronic products at the
customer’s site(s), and any other type of customer informa-
tion. A user of the local computer 108 may view the product
data log 104 or the customer data log 110 on the local com-
puter 108.

The local computer 108 is structured to transmit at least a
portion of the product data log 104 and/or the customer data
log 110 to a remote server 112 automatically or when
requested or selected by a user of the local computer 108. The
remote server 112 may be maintained by a manufacturer of
the electronic products. The local computer 108 and the
remote server 112 may communicate with one another over
the Internet through a cloud or web interface. For example,
the local computer 108 may include an application 113,
which upon start-up will log into the remote server 112 using,
e.g., an administrator name, location, contact information,
password, and/or any other information. During daily use, the
application 113 may monitor the shared folder used by the
local computer 108 and the mobile device 106 and send any
new product data log 104 (as part of or instead of customer
data log 110) to the remote server 112.

Furthermore, if a customer site is using multiple mobile
devices 106 to manage their facility, the local computer 108
may append the facility and contact information to each prod-
uct datalog 104 before sending the product data log 104 to the
remote server 112 to ensure that all of the product data logs
104 are uniquely identified as belonging with that facility.

As another example, the local computer 108 may include a
web browser, which communicates with a web page and/or
web portal on the remote server 112 via the Internet. How-
ever, other communication channels and/or mediums are con-
templated. The remote server 112 may be part of cloud ser-
vice for remotely managing -electronic products.
Furthermore, although the remote server 112 is shown as one
server in FIG. 1, the remote server 112 may be comprised of
multiple servers. The remote server 112 is typically located at
a site that is remote from the customer’s site and the local
computer 108. It is contemplated that the remote server 112 is
located at the same site as the local computer 108.

The remote server 112 is structured to store information
from the customer datalog 110 in a database 114 at the remote
server 112 such as electronic product information and cus-
tomer information. The database 114 may store electronic
product information for multiple customers.

The remote server 112 is structured to process electronic
productinformation in the database 114 to determine whether
a newer version of firmware is available for an electronic
product such as the electronic lock 102. For example, the
remote server 112 may compare the latest version number of
firmware to the firmware version number for each product in
the database 114 to determine if a new version of firmware is
available. The remote server 112 may set a flag in the database
114 indicating that an electronic product or a particular cus-
tomer site should receive a firmware update. If a new version
of firmware is available, the remote server 112 may automati-
cally transmit or push a firmware package 116, which
includes the particular firmware for the offline electronic lock
102, to the local computer 108. For example, whenever the
local computer 108 is logged into the remote server 112, any
new versions of firmware may be automatically downloaded
to the local computer 108 without any user request, selection,
or interaction. The new firmware may downloaded and stored
in the shared folder on the local computer 108 that is used by
the mobile device 106 to exchange data with the local com-
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puter 108. The firmware package 116 may also be emailed
from the remote server 112 to the local computer 108.

Itis contemplated, however, that a new version of firmware
may be suggested by the remote server 112, or a new version
of firmware may be pulled from the remote server 112 by the
local computer 108. Furthermore, whether a firmware pack-
age is pushed, suggested, or pulled is a setting that may be
configured in the customer preferences in the web interface of
the remote server 112 or in the application 113.

Furthermore, a firmware update may be suggested by, e.g.,
a pop-up message. There may be various levels of messages.
For example, there may be a “must update” message when
there would be firmware version conflicts if an update is not
done or if there is a liability or security issue identified.
Another message may be “should update” when there are
improvements available and/or new or changed features.
Another message may be “no need to update” when the
updates are miscellaneous, cosmetic, and/or minor. Another
message may be “contact your OEM supplier before updat-
ing” when OEMs will want to test and approve an update first.
Another potential feature is turning off automatic updating
and/or prompts if a customer chooses to do so.

It is contemplated that release note(s) may be included in
the firmware package 116 to inform the user of what has
changed. The release notes may be viewed on the mobile
device 106, on the local computer 108, and/or the remote
server 112.

Once a firmware package 116 has been downloaded to the
local computer 108, at least a portion of the firmware package
116 is transmitted to the mobile device 106 as described
above by using standard utilities and/or a shared folder. In
addition, the firmware package 116 may be pushed or auto-
matically transferred to the mobile device 106 without a user
requesting the data. It is contemplated that the mobile device
106 and/or the local computer 108 may prompt a user before
transmitting the firmware data to the mobile device 106. Once
the mobile device 106 has the new firmware data, the user of
the mobile device 106 may update the firmware in the offline
electronic lock 102 with data from the firmware package 116.

In addition, the mobile device 106 may be configured to
provide one or more of the following features: accept new
firmware packages 116 from the local computer 108 when
“synced”; place the new firmware into the “root” directory of
the mobile device 106 so that the firmware is readily available
if/when a firmware update is needed on an offline electronic
lock 102; and upon connection with an offline electronic lock
102, inform the user of the mobile device 106 that a firmware
update is available, when the customer’s offline electronic
lock 102 is not running the latest firmware.

As seen in FIG. 1, the system 100 may include other com-
puting devices such as another mobile device 118 and another
computer 120. The other computing devices 118, 120 may
connect to the remote server 112 via the Internet through a
web interface. For example, the mobile device 118 and com-
puter 120 may include web browsers that communicate with
a web page or web portal on the remote server 112 to monitor
electronic products, adjust settings, adjust preferences,
change contact information, and/or view the data stored in the
database 114. It is contemplated that the mobile device 118
may include an app that provides communication between the
mobile device 118 and the remote server 112 rather than a
web browser. The mobile device 118 and the computer 120
may be operated by a customer or by the manufacturer that
maintains the remote server 112. Generally, a customer may
only view or change the data associated with their site(s)
and/or product(s). A customer generally cannot view or
change another customer’s data.
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The remote server 112 may be structured to analyze the
information in the database 114 to determine whether any
preventative maintenance should be performed on the offline
electronic lock 102. For example, based on particular field in
the database 114 such as “cycles since battery change” may
indicate that the battery in the offline electronic lock 102
should be replaced. If the remote server 112 determines that
preventative maintenance should be performed, the remote
server 112 may transmit a notification to the local computer
108. Typically, the notification identifies the type of preven-
tative maintenance to be performed. The notification may be
an email, a short message service (SMS) message, and/or a
message viewable on a web page, web portal, and/or web
interface hosted by the remote server 112. Other types of
notifications are contemplated.

Users with access to the information in database 114 may
provide better technical support of the offline electronic locks
102. For example, a technical support specialist would have
access to technical information about how the particular elec-
tronic lock 102 has been operating, settings, status, firmware
(s) version, hardware versions, system components, among
other data to use in troubleshooting issues.

The remote server 112 may be structured to analyze infor-
mation in the database 114 to determine whether any war-
ranty exists on a particular product and/or whether any war-
ranty replacement parts should be distributed to a customer. If
a warranty exists and warranty replacement parts should be
provided to a customer, the remote server 112 may transmit a
notification to the customer based on customer contact infor-
mation in the database 114. The notification may be an email,
a short message service (SMS) message, and/or a message
viewable on a web page, web portal, and/or web interface
hosted by the remote server 112. Other types of notifications
are contemplated. The present application generally allows
the manufacturer, distributor, dealer, and/or end-user to know
if product is in its warranty earlier rather than when a product
is returned for analysis, which may be when the product is out
of its warranty period.

In some embodiments, the mobile device 106 may transmit
the product data log 104 directly to the remote server 112 via
email or an application that uses the Internet. For example, the
mobile device 106 may connect to the Internet using a wire-
less technology such as WiFi, Bluetooth, a cell phone data
network, and/or any other technology for a mobile device to
connect to the Internet. Furthermore, in some embodiments,
the mobile device 106 may download the latest firmware
packages directly from the remote server 112 via the Internet
as discussed above.

By having access to the information about how the elec-
tronic products are used, the manufacturer may facilitate and
improve sales as well as dealer and customer relationships. In
addition, if the manufacturer typically sells to distributor
and/or dealer, the system 100 may provide the manufacturer
the opportunity to communicate with end users proactively
(e.g., preventative maintenance) and reactively (e.g., techni-
cal support when there is an issue). The information in the
database 114 may reduce liability in critical life safety situa-
tions.

The information in the database 114 may be used by the
electronic product manufacturer for future design improve-
ments and predictive analysis. The manufacturer may also
learn from the information in the database 114 which settings
are actually being used and knowing those settings that are
never used, which may affect future product designs and/or
features. For example, if a setting or feature is used fre-
quently, then it is likely that that setting or feature will be
present in future products. Similarly, if a setting or feature is
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used infrequently, then it is less likely that that setting or
feature will appear in future products.

The present application may reduce technical service calls
because end-users are using electronic products that are pro-
grammed with untested firmware version combinations. For
example, wholesalers and dealers who buy product now and
re-class devices or resell at a later date with newer devices.
The present application may reduce the inability or difficulty
in locating installed products for recalls or critical bug fixes.
The present application may provide data readily available to
technical support services personnel for troubleshooting and
isolation of a problem in the field. The present application
may allow the manufacturer of the electronic product identify
who their real end-users are. The present application may
allow the manufacturer to determine how the electronic prod-
ucts are used, e.g., how do healthcare, commercial, and edu-
cation environments differ, if at all? The present application
may prevent or reduce customer dissatistaction when a prod-
uct is returned as warranty, but later found to be “out of
warranty” because the product may returned or fixed earlier
while the warranty is still running. The present application
may prevent or reduce multiple product firmware versions at
a single site resulting in inconsistent product performance.
The present application may be prevent or reduce disparate
behaviors due to “Phased-IN” purchase and installation tim-
ing such as user interface and functionality differences when
a product bought last year is mixed with new products pur-
chased this year. The remote server 112 may provide up to the
minute technical bulletins and technical notifications direct to
its customers.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of a computing device 200.
The computing device 200 is one example of a electronic
product, mobile device, computer, and/or server, which may
be utilized in connection with the offline electronic lock 102,
mobile device 106, local computer 108, remote server 112,
mobile device 118, and/or computer 120 shown in FIG. 1.
Computing device 200 includes a processing device 202, an
input/output device 204, memory 206, and operating logic
208. Furthermore, computing device 200 communicates with
one or more external devices 210.

The input/output device 204 may be any type of device that
allows the computing device 200 to communicate with the
external device 210. For example, the input/output device 204
may be a transceiver (e.g., WIFI, NFC, Bluetooth), network
adapter, network card, interface, or a port (e.g., a USB port,
serial port, parallel port, an analog port, a digital port, VGA,
DVI, HDMI, FireWire, CAT 5, or any other type of port or
interface). The input/output device 204 may be comprised of
hardware, software, firmware, and/or state machines. It is
contemplated that the input/output device 204 may include
more than one transceiver, network adapter, network card, or
port.

The external device 210 may be any type of device that
allows data to be inputted to or outputted from the computing
device 200. For example, the external device 210 may be an
electronic product (e.g., an offline electronic lock), a trans-
ceiver, a mobile device, an accessory, a reader device, equip-
ment, a handheld computer, a diagnostic tool, a controller, a
computer, a server, a processing system, a sensor, a printer, a
display, an alarm, an illuminated indicator such as a status
indicator, a keyboard, a mouse, or a touch screen display.
Furthermore, it is contemplated that the external device 210
may be integrated into the computing device 200. For
example, the computing device 200 may be a mobile phone,
ahandheld diagnostic tool, a smartphone, a laptop computer,
or a tablet computer in which case the display would be an
external device 210, but the display is integrated with the
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computing device 200 as one unit, which is consistent with
the general design of mobile phones, handheld diagnostic
tools, smartphones, laptop computers, tablet computers, and
the like. Itis further contemplated that there may be more than
one external device in communication with the computing
device 200. The computing device 200 is one example of an
external device 210.

Processing device 202 can be a programmable type, a
dedicated, hardwired state machine; or a combination of
these; and it can further include multiple processors, Arith-
metic-Logic Units (ALUs), Central Processing Units
(CPUs), Digital Signal Processors (DSPs), or the like. Pro-
cessing devices 202 with multiple processing units may uti-
lize distributed, pipelined, and/or parallel processing. Pro-
cessing device 202 may be dedicated to performance of just
the operations described herein or may be utilized in one or
more additional applications. In the depicted form, process-
ing device 202 is of a programmable variety that executes
algorithms and processes data in accordance with operating
logic 208 as defined by programming instructions (such as
software or firmware) stored in memory 206. Alternatively or
additionally, operating logic 208 for processing device 202 is
at least partially defined by hardwired logic or other hard-
ware. Processing device 202 can be comprised of one or more
components of any type suitable to process the signals
received from input/output device 204 or elsewhere, and pro-
vide desired output signals. Such components may include
digital circuitry, analog circuitry, or a combination of both.

Memory 206 may be of one or more types, such as a
solid-state variety, electromagnetic variety, optical variety, or
a combination of these forms. Furthermore, memory 206 can
be volatile, nonvolatile, or a mixture of these types, and some
or all of memory 206 can be of a portable variety, such as a
disk, tape, memory stick, cartridge, or the like. In addition,
memory 206 can store data that is manipulated by the oper-
ating logic 208 of processing device 202, such as data repre-
sentative of signals received from and/or sent to input/output
device 204 in addition to or in lieu of storing programming
instructions defining operating logic 208, just to name one
example. As shown in FIG. 3, memory 206 may be included
with processing device 202 and/or coupled to the processing
device 202. Memory 206 is one example of a computer read-
able medium.

FIG. 4 is a schematic flow diagram of a process 400 for
managing an electronic product. Operations illustrated for all
of the processes in the present application are understood to
be examples only, and operations may be combined or
divided, and added or removed, as well as re-ordered in whole
or in part, unless explicitly stated to the contrary.

The process 400 may be implemented in operating logic
208 as operations by software, hardware, artificial intelli-
gence, fuzzy logic, or any combination thereof, or at least
partially performed by a user or operator. In certain embodi-
ments, modules represent software elements as a computer
program encoded on a computer readable medium, wherein a
computing device 200 performs the described operations
when executing the computer program.

Process 400 begins at operation 402 in which data is
acquired from a product. For example, the mobile device 106
may receive status information, setting(s), configuration(s),
and/or other data 103 from the offline electronic lock 102 and
generate a product data log 104.

Process 400 then proceeds from operation 402 to operation
404. At operation 404 the mobile device 106 transfers the
product data log 104 to the local computer 108 as discussed
above.
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Process 400 then proceeds from operation 404 to operation
406. At operation 406 the local computer 108 transfers at least
a portion of the product data log 104 and/or a customer data
log 110 to the remote server 112 as discussed above.

Process 400 then proceeds from operation 406 to operation
408. At operation 408 the remote server 112 analyzes the
information stored in the database 114 to determine whether
any product needs a firmware update, whether any product
needs any preventative maintenance, or whether any other
action should be take based on an analysis of the information
in the database 114. If the remote server 112 determines that
an action should be taken then process 400 proceeds from
operation 408 to operation 410 in which the action (e.g.,
firmware update, preventative maintenance) is taken. After
the action is taken, the remote server 112 may continues its
analysis of the information and await new product data. Ifthe
remote server 112 determines that no action should be taken,
the process 400 proceeds from operation 408 to operation 412
in which the remote server 112 may continues its analysis of
the information and await new product data.

The present application may be implemented on any type
of computing device and using a variety of different software.
For example, the present application may be implemented
using any database system, any software, or any combination
thereof. When a computing device 200 is configured as a
database 114, it is contemplated that the database may be any
type of database, such as relational, hierarchical, object-ori-
ented, and/or the like.

The present application may include one or more of the
following features: capture installed product details and set-
tings; capture end-user and customer contact information;
provide product design/application analysis opportunities;
allow products to automatically update their operational firm-
ware; and require little or no customer actions to take advan-
tage of the present application.

One aspect of the present application may include a
method, comprising: storing lock status information and set-
tings in an electronic lock; transmitting the lock status infor-
mation and settings from the electronic lock to a mobile
device; storing the lock status information and settings in a
lock data log in the mobile device; transmitting the lock data
log from the mobile device to a local computer; storing the
lock data log on the local computer; transmitting a customer
data log from the local computer to a remote server, wherein
the customer data log comprises information from the lock
data log; storing information from the customer data log in an
electronic product database in the remote server; processing,
with the remote server, information in the electronic product
database to determine whether a newer version of firmware is
available for the electronic lock; automatically transmitting a
firmware package from the remote server to the local com-
puter; transferring the at least a portion of the firmware pack-
age from the local computer to the mobile device; and updat-
ing the firmware in the electronic lock with the at least a
portion of the firmware package via the mobile device.

Features of the aspect of the present application may
include: wherein the information is transmitted from the elec-
tronic lock to the mobile device via one of a wireless connec-
tion and a wired connection; pushing the at least a portion of
the firmware package from the local computer to the mobile
device when a new version of firmware is available; process-
ing, with the remote server, information in the electronic
product database to determine whether any preventative
maintenance should be performed on the electronic lock;
transmitting a notification to the local computer indicating
that preventative maintenance should be performed on the
electronic lock, wherein the notification identifies a type of
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preventative maintenance to be performed; wherein the at
least a portion of the firmware package is automatically trans-
ferred from the local computer to the mobile device without a
user requesting the at least a portion of the firmware package;
wherein the lock data log includes at least one of a serial
number, model type, motor cycles, cycles since battery
change, last sync time, born date, days since use, firmware
version, battery type, battery status, PIN length, ignore key-
pad, record lock/unlock, device location, end user contact,
power status, hardware revision, date of manufacture, and
days since installation; providing technical support for the
electronic lock using information in the electronic product
database; processing, with the remote server, the electronic
product database to determine whether any warranty replace-
ment parts should be distributed to a customer; and notifying
the customer of the warranty replacement parts based on
customer contact information in the electronic product data-
base.

Another aspect of the present application includes a sys-
tem, comprising: an electronic lock configured to store lock
status information and settings; a mobile device configured to
receive the lock status information and settings from the
electronic lock and to store the lock status information and
settings in a lock data log; a local computer configured to
receive the lock data log from the mobile device and to store
the lock data log; a remote server configured receive a cus-
tomer data log from the local computer, wherein the customer
data log comprises information from the lock data log,
wherein the remote server is configured to store information
from the customer data log in an electronic product database
in the remote server, wherein the remote server is further
configured to process information in the electronic product
database to determine whether a newer version of firmware is
available for the electronic lock, wherein the remote server is
further configured to automatically transmit a firmware
update from the remote server to the local computer, wherein
the local computer is configured to automatically transfer the
at least a portion of the firmware update to the mobile device;
and wherein the mobile device is configured to update the
firmware in the electronic lock with the at least a portion of the
firmware update.

Features of the aspect of the present application may
include: wherein the information is transmitted from the elec-
tronic lock to the mobile device via one of a wireless connec-
tion and a wired connection; wherein the remote server is
configured to process information in the electronic product
database to determine whether any preventative maintenance
should be performed on the electronic lock; wherein the
remote server is configured to transmit a notification to the
local computer indicating that preventative maintenance
should be performed on the electronic lock, wherein the noti-
fication identifies a type of preventative maintenance to be
performed; wherein the lock data log includes at least one of
a serial number, model type, motor cycles, cycles since bat-
tery change, last sync time, born date, days since use, firm-
ware version, battery type, battery status, PIN length, ignore
keypad, record lock/unlock, device location, end user contact,
power status, hardware revision, date of manufacture, and
days since installation; wherein the remote server is config-
ured to process the electronic product database to determine
whether any warranty replacement parts should be distributed
to a customer, and wherein the remote server is configured to
notify the customer of the warranty replacement parts based
on customer contact information in the electronic product
database.

Yet another aspect of the present application includes an
apparatus, comprising: a remote server configured receive a
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customer data log from the local computer, wherein the cus-
tomer data log comprises information from a lock data log,
wherein the lock data log includes status information and
settings of an offline electronic lock, wherein the remote
server is configured to store information from the customer
data log in an electronic product database in the remote
server, wherein the remote server is further configured to
process information in the electronic product database to
determine whether a newer version of firmware is available
for the offline electronic lock, wherein the remote server is
further configured to automatically transmit a firmware
update for the offline electronic lock from the remote server to
the local computer.

Features of the aspect of the present application may
include: wherein the remote server is configured to process
information in the electronic product database to determine
whether any preventative maintenance should be performed
on the offline electronic lock, and wherein the remote server
is configured to transmit a notification to the local computer
indicating that preventative maintenance should be per-
formed on the offline electronic lock, wherein the notification
identifies a type of preventative maintenance to be performed.

Another aspect of the present application includes a
method, comprising: receiving, with a remote server, a cus-
tomer data log from the local computer, wherein the customer
data log comprises information from a lock data log, wherein
the lock data log includes status information and settings of an
offline electronic lock; storing, with the remote server, infor-
mation from the customer data log in an electronic product
database; processing, with the remote server, information in
the electronic product database to determine whether a newer
version of firmware is available for the offline electronic lock;
and pushing, with the remote server, a firmware update for the
offline electronic lock from the remote server to the local
computer.

Features of the aspect of the present application may
include: processing, with the remote server, information in
the electronic product database to determine whether any
preventative maintenance should be performed on the offline
electronic lock; and transmitting, with the remote server, a
notification to the local computer indicating that preventative
maintenance should be performed on the offline electronic
lock, wherein the notification identifies a type of preventative
maintenance to be performed; processing, with the remote
server, information in the electronic product database to
determine whether any warranty replacement parts should be
distributed to a customer; and notifying, with the remote
server, the customer of the warranty replacement parts based
on customer contact information in the electronic product
database.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, the same is
to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive in character,
it being understood that only the preferred embodiments have
been shown and described and that all changes and modifi-
cations that come within the spirit of the inventions are
desired to be protected. It should be understood that while the
use of words such as preferable, preferably, preferred or more
preferred utilized in the description above indicate that the
feature so described may be more desirable, it nonetheless
may not be necessary and embodiments lacking the same may
be contemplated as within the scope of the invention, the
scope being defined by the claims that follow. In reading the
claims, it is intended that when words such as an,” “at
least one,” or “at least one portion” are used there is no
intention to limit the claim to only one item unless specifically
stated to the contrary in the claim. When the language “at least
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a portion” and/or “a portion” is used the item can include a
portion and/or the entire item unless specifically stated to the
contrary.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

storing lock status information and settings in an electronic

lock;

transmitting the lock status information and settings from

the electronic lock to a mobile device;

storing the lock status information and settings in a lock

data log in the mobile device;

transmitting the lock data log from the mobile device to a

local computer;

storing the lock data log on the local computer;

transmitting a customer data log from the local computer to

a remote server, wherein the customer data log com-
prises information from the lock data log;
storing information from the customer data log in an elec-
tronic product database in the remote server;
processing, with the remote server, information in the elec-
tronic product database to determine whether a newer
version of firmware is available for the electronic lock;
providing, with the remote server, an interface to receive a
selection of whether a firmware package should be
pushed, pulled, or suggested to the local computer;

displaying a must-update pop-up message when a firm-
ware version conflict or security issue would exist if
there is no update;

displaying a should-update pop-up message when new

firmware features are available;

displaying a no-need-to-update pop-up message when

updates are miscellaneous, cosmetic, or minor;
displaying a contact supplier pop-up message when a sup-
plier should be contacted before updating;

transmitting the firmware package from the remote server

to the local computer based on the selection;
transferring at least a portion of the firmware package from
the local computer to the mobile device; and

updating the firmware in the electronic lock with the at

least a portion of the firmware package via the mobile
device.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the lock status informa-
tion and settings are transmitted from the electronic lock to
the mobile device via one of a wireless connection and a
wired connection.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

pushing the at least a portion of the firmware package from

the local computer to the mobile device when a new
version of firmware is available.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

processing, with the remote server, information in the elec-

tronic product database to determine whether any pre-
ventative maintenance should be performed on the elec-
tronic lock.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

transmitting a notification to the local computer indicating

that preventative maintenance should be performed on
the electronic lock, wherein the notification identifies a
type of preventative maintenance to be performed.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least a portion of
the firmware package is automatically transferred from the
local computer to the mobile device without a user requesting
the at least a portion of the firmware package.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the lock data log
includes at least one of a serial number, model type, motor
cycles, cycles since battery change, last sync time, born date,
days since use, firmware version, battery type, battery status,
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PIN length, ignore keypad, record lock/unlock, device loca-
tion, end user contact, power status, hardware revision, date
of manufacture, and days since installation.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

providing technical support for the electronic lock using
information in the electronic product database.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

processing, with the remote server, the electronic product
database to determine whether any warranty replace-
ment parts should be distributed to a customer; and

notifying the customer of the warranty replacement parts
based on customer contact information in the electronic
product database.

10. A system, comprising:

an electronic lock configured to store lock status informa-
tion and settings;

a mobile device configured to receive the lock status infor-
mation and settings from the electronic lock and to store
the lock status information and settings in a lock data
log;

a local computer configured to receive the lock data log
from the mobile device, to store the lock data log, to
receive a selection of whether a firmware update should
be pushed, pulled, or suggested to the local computer,
and to notify the remote server of the selection;

a remote server configured to receive a customer data log
from the local computer, wherein the customer data log
comprises information from the lock data log, wherein
the remote server is configured to store information from
the customer data log in an electronic product database
in the remote server, wherein the remote server is further
configured to process information in the electronic prod-
uct database to determine whether a newer version of
firmware is available for the electronic lock, wherein the
remote server is further configured to transmit the firm-
ware update from the remote server to the local com-
puter based on the notification from the local computer,

wherein the local computer is configured to automatically
transfer at least a portion of the firmware update to the
mobile device; and

wherein the mobile device is configured to update the
firmware in the electronic lock with the at least a portion
of the firmware update,

wherein the local computer is configured to receive various
pop-up messages from the remote server, wherein the
local computer is configured to display a must-update
pop-up message when a firmware version conflict or
security issue would exist if there is no update, display a
should-update pop-up message when new firmware fea-
tures are available, display a no-need-to-update pop-up
message when updates are miscellaneous, cosmetic, or
minor, and display a contact supplier pop-up message
when a supplier should be contacted before updating.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the lock status infor-
mation and settings are transmitted from the electronic lock to
the mobile device via one of a wireless connection and a
wired connection.

12. The system of claim 10, wherein the remote server is
configured to process information in the electronic product
database to determine whether any preventative maintenance
should be performed on the electronic lock.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the remote server is
configured to transmit a notification to the local computer
indicating that preventative maintenance should be per-
formed on the electronic lock, wherein the notification iden-
tifies a type of preventative maintenance to be performed.
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14. The system of claim 10, wherein the lock data log
includes at least one of a serial number, model type, motor
cycles, cycles since battery change, last sync time, born date,
days since use, firmware version, battery type, battery status,
PIN length, ignore keypad, record lock/unlock, device loca-
tion, end user contact, power status, hardware revision, date
of manufacture, and days since installation.

15. The system of claim 10, wherein the remote server is
configured to process the electronic product database to deter-
mine whether any warranty replacement parts should be dis-
tributed to a customer, and wherein the remote server is con-
figured to notify the customer of the warranty replacement
parts based on customer contact information in the electronic
product database.

16. An apparatus, comprising:

a remote server having a processor configured to receive a
customer data log from a local computer, wherein the
customer data log comprises information from a lock
data log, wherein the lock data log includes status infor-
mation and settings of an offline electronic lock, wherein
the remote server is configured to store information from
the customer data log in an electronic product database
in the remote server, wherein the remote server is further
configured to process information in the electronic prod-
uct database to determine whether a newer version of
firmware is available for the offline electronic lock,
wherein the remote server is further configured to pro-
vide a web interface to receive a selection of whether a
firmware update should be pushed, pulled, or suggested
to the local computer and transmit the firmware update
for the offline electronic lock from the remote server to
the local computer based on the selection, wherein the
remote server is configured to transmit various pop-up
messages to the local computer including a must-update
pop-up message when a firmware version conflict or
security issue would exist if there is no update, a should-
update pop-up message when new firmware features are
available, a no-need-to-update pop-up message when
updates are miscellaneous, cosmetic, or minor, and a
contact supplier pop-up message when a supplier should
be contacted before updating.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the remote server is
configured to process information in the electronic product
database to determine whether any preventative maintenance
should be performed on the offline electronic lock, and
wherein the remote server is configured to transmit a notifi-
cation to the local computer indicating that preventative
maintenance should be performed on the offline electronic
lock, wherein the notification identifies a type of preventative
maintenance to be performed.
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18. A method, comprising:

receiving, with a remote server, a customer data log from a
local computer, wherein the customer data log com-
prises information from a lock data log, wherein the lock
data log includes status information and settings of an
offline electronic lock;

storing, with the remote server, information from the cus-
tomer data log in an electronic product database;

processing, with the remote server, information in the elec-
tronic product database to determine whether a newer
version of firmware is available for the offline electronic
lock;

providing, with the remote server, a web interface to
receive a selection of whether a firmware update should
be pushed, pulled, or suggested to the local computer,
wherein the selection is pushed;

transmitting, with the remote server, a must-update pop-up
message when a firmware version conflict or security
issue would exist if there is no update;

transmitting, with the remote server, a should-update pop-
up message when new firmware features are available;

transmitting, with the remote server, a no-need-to-update
pop-up message when updates are miscellaneous, cos-
metic, or minor;

transmitting, with the remote server, a contact supplier
pop-up message when a supplier should be contacted
before updating; and

pushing, with the remote server, the firmware update for
the offline electronic lock from the remote server to the
local computer.

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising:

processing, with the remote server, information in the elec-
tronic product database to determine whether any pre-
ventative maintenance should be performed on the
offline electronic lock; and

transmitting, with the remote server, a notification to the
local computer indicating that preventative maintenance
should be performed on the offline electronic lock,
wherein the notification identifies a type of preventative
maintenance to be performed.

20. The method of claim 18, further comprising:

processing, with the remote server, information in the elec-
tronic product database to determine whether any war-
ranty replacement parts should be distributed to a cus-
tomer; and

notifying, with the remote server, the customer of the war-
ranty replacement parts based on customer contact
information in the electronic product database.
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